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A J‘Th'tnk you for takmg thc time to meet wtth members of Fhe Busmess Councll of New Orltans laSt weck. Many of

... our most successful compames have’ rclocated out of state. Tht,sc busmesses will not return to Grcatcr New Orleans
and othcrs wxll not rcmam unless thcy know the rcgton is éafe __,rpm prevcntab!c dcvasmnon caused b) ﬂoodmg.
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5 The levu:s in grcatcr Ncw Orleans f'ultd hundreds of citizens d:bd tens s of thousandf are homelcss propcrty damagci‘. s

is in the billions, a great city has’ been devastated, and yet the Orleans Parish Levee Board connnues to protect the ~

3 {uoquahﬁed and the corrupt. ; You ousted the former pres:dcnt ofgthe Levee Board for his dlsgtaccful conduct before s

% 4.~'5‘and after the storm, but his. rephcement is now muu,lmg a staff lawycr who knows the truth. How can we toletatc :
that behavnoP Thc drowned and hear~drowned cmzens of thls commumty want t'ldlC'll change and want itnow. - -
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We call on you to clean house.at the Orleans Parish Levee Board and replacc its current memberslup thh »,_4.'.:_1' iz

- 4

highly quahﬁed apobtlcal experts in engmeermg and pro;ect management. We also ask you to urge the\ PGS

Attorney General to. aggressrvely rnvestrgate the prtor acttvmes of the Levee Board AR R
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In tl'us leglslanvc sess:on )ou havc proposed lcgtshnon to create an oversnght board to\r?{d:utor the levcc boards. Tl'us
addmonal bureaucrat:) wlll only compound tlxc problem. \‘(’c call on you to 1mmcd1atcly announce your support for
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Replace the exlsttng muluple-dtstnct lcvee system thh a smgle levce dlstrtct coverrng al.l areas that

..’

o ?»"“ﬁ.' '_".ﬂunpact hurnc;ine protection in Greater New Orleans. e R A R S R T

4 ° Grant this. body full authonty to take all acttons needcd to protect hvcs and property from levee failure.. S

S, ;fStaff the body thh commxsstoners chosen based on therr expertrse and wrthout the shghtest
""‘,l'aPpearance of pol'é’,cal Patronagc R B ) O P T A Tt e ey e

t,

S ' - Provide independent oversnght and pubhc rcporung on plans and cxecutton, thh mput prowded by the

>

National Academy of Sciences. 7.

byoes | _;Cause tlus body to promptly dtvcst the Levee Board’s mterest m pro;ects extraneous to levee

-"'a encies orb se them at ublxcauctton. o ARG O S SR e -.‘_-,

One reason tlnt Congress shows lxttlc 1oterest in provldtng nccdtd hnancml assnstance to ¢ our commumncs is the

\pcrcepnon that our polmcs are corrupt. For thc Federal Government 1o act;. thns state must. take conerete stcps to. clcan S
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up corrupnon. Reformtng thc levee board S) Stem \wll slgnal that the clc'tnup proccss has bcgun. e
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We call on you to declare an all-out war agamst corruption, thc appearance of corruptton and patronage
pohties throughout the state. -These activities thave no place in the recovery. of this' reglon and in the new
Louistana. To restore pubhc trust, we must create government that is honest, competent, transparent and
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